Parent Handbook for The Archangels Greek School





Welcome!





Thank you for choosing our school and giving us the opportunity to introduce the Greek language, the Orthodox faith, and the customs and traditions of Greece to your child/ren and family.  Along with your children, please review this handbook carefully.  The Parent Handbook is designed to inform parents and children about how the Greek school program operates.  Being familiar with these general policies and procedures will help make your experience more enjoyable and enriching.








History





The Archangels Greek School was founded in 1928 and was originally located on Elm Street in Stamford. In 1958, a new building was built at Bedford & Third Streets, the same building we use today.  The children at that time would attend Greek School every day.  Father Poulos would pick them up from their homes to bring them to school.  Today’s busy lifestyle only affords a once a week Greek School for grades kindergarten through eighth grade.








Objectives/Mission





The objectives of our Greek school are:





To teach our children the Greek Language 


To teach the Orthodox Christian tradition and faith


To lead them to understand and assume their responsibilities in the shaping of a better Greek-American community.





Both these objectives are essential in the pursuit of our central mission:  to enable our students to preserve their Greek identity, traditions, and religion while living in America.





Guided by this mission, our objectives go beyond the simple acquisition of a body of knowledge. We strive to teach our students to interpret and apply all they learn in Greek School to their everyday lives. We can only do this with open communication between school and home, and active participation and support from home.  Enriched by their Greek school education, along with their American school education, our students will be well prepared as members of the Orthodox church and citizens of both the Greek-American and American communities.  














Who’s Who at Archangels Greek School





				Director


				Agathi Makridis





				Church Secretary


				Jane Vorvis





				Teaching Staff:


				Agathi Makridis


				Georgia Athanasiadis


				Rosie Rigakos				





				Greek School PTO Members:


				Diane Skoparantzos - President


				Maria Otis - Treasurer


				Rebecca Kelesidis - Secretary


	


Registration/Tuition





A registration form is to be completed each year school year for each participating child. Forms are available either through the church office or the school director.  The registration form outlines the tuitions rates. Tuition includes textbooks and workbooks.  Payment is to be rendered to the Church Secretary on or before the first day of school.





Hours of Operation





The school operates Monday through Friday, 4:00pm-6:00pm.  An annual school calendar is established by combining the Stamford Public School system calendar (to follow school vacations) and Greek Holidays.  A copy is available through your child’s teacher.  During inclement weather, the Greek School follows the Stamford Public School system.  Parents can always check with the Church office for class cancellations. Snow days and sick days are not made up.











Dress Code:





Parents/Guardians are encouraged to send their student to school in comfortable clean clothes appropriate to learning. For safety reasons, sneakers or rubber soled shoes should be worn on the playground and on all playground equipment.


 Please be sure that shirts and tops of any kind with  “sayings” printed on them are in good taste to be shared with other students at school.





For poem recitations, with the exception of Christmas, children are to dress accordingly:





Boys: Navy blue dress pant with a white button down or polo style shirt


Girls: Navy blue skirt with a white shirt.





However, on March 25th, Greek Independence day, children may wear a traditional Greek outfit if they have one.





Curriculum 





While there is some reference to history and religion, the Greek language is the focus with both oral and written exercises. 


 


With the exception of kindergarten, the teacher identifies the needs of the students in each class, and chooses the appropriate text and workbooks.  Kindergarten uses a series of worksheets. The curriculum reflects the ongoing process of learning the Greek Language, and the cooperative effort between teacher, parent(s) and student.








Progress Reports


Communication is essential in the educational process.  To keep up with your child’s development, two progress reports are issued, the first in February and the second in June.  Due to the introductory nature of the curriculum, the Kindergarten classes do not receive progress reports.  





The Parent/Teacher conference is an opportunity to share knowledge about the academic and social growth and development of your child/ren.  Conferences are usually scheduled after the first progress report.  However, parents are welcome to schedule a conference at any other mutually convenient time.  A conference is expected to be productive and to help strengthen the lines of communication between school and home.








Homework





Homework is an integral part of learning.  Homework assignments are designed to provide practice in previously learned information and skills, develop reasoning, promote good study habits, increase student knowledge, and enhance the desire to learn.





Students work at different rates with different tasks, therefore the time spent on homework will vary.  If you child is spending an inordinate amount of time and/or having serious difficulty completing assignments, the teacher should be contacted.





The length of homework assignments should not exceed the child’s ability to undertake the task without being overwhelmed.





A parent may help in the following ways:





Select a special place and time for homework sessions, the routine helps make sure homework gets done. 


Keep sessions from being too long, shorter sessions on several days is better for learning than one long session.


Limit interruptions and distractions for better concentration and improved accuracy in completed assignments:  


            no TV, no talking on the phone, and no listening to music during homework time.  


Be positive and encouraging in attitude, but do not do the homework for your child.


Ensure that assignments are complete and review them with your student, praise them for a job well done.


Remain consistent in attention to your child’s homework, they need to see that their work is important to you.


Assist with any memory work assignments, for example, poems or parts in plays.


Contact the teacher if there is evidence of any problem with the assignments.





In the event of the student’s absence from school, please contact the teacher or another parent to get the homework assignment for the following week.




















School Rules:





Please read the following rules carefully. The Director and/or teachers will strictly enforce these rules.  If a violation occurs on any of the following rules, it will result in disciplinary measures as deemed appropriate by the teachers.





Students must arrive and depart at their scheduled time. Late arrivals and early departures are very disruptive to the class.  If anyone other than your normal designee will be picking up your child, please send in a written note.  Children WILL NOT be released otherwise.


Students are expected to respect Church property and the property of others. All Lost and Found items should be promptly turned into Church office


Chewing gum is not permitted.  Students are to deposit it in a wastebasket upon entering the school.


Obscene language will not be tolerated. Students are to use language appropriate for the school environment.


Students are to avoid any form of violence. Fighting will not be tolerated.


Students are expected to be polite, quiet and orderly during school hours.


All textbooks and workbooks must be kept in good condition.  


Students are to be fully prepared for class:  textbooks, workbooks, notebooks, pencils, homework, etc.


Students must obtain assigned homework from peers or teacher in case of absences.


Parents are responsible for checking the student’s homework and provide assistance as needed. Parents unable to assist the student with homework should contact the teacher for assistance.


Students are expected to participate in the school celebrations: October 28th  (OXI day), Christmas Eve, January 29th (Greek Letters), March 25th (Annunciation/Independence Day), and end of year Graduation ceremonies.


If a student has 10 unexcused absences within the school year, the student will not be promoted to the next grade/level.


Student records and/or official school documents are to remain in the school office.  Access to those documents can be given to the Greek School Board upon special request.





Illness Policy


Children will inevitably catch colds and infections.  In order to keep these to a minimum, please do not send your child to school if he/she has not been well within 24 hours.





Parent/Teacher Organization (PTO)





The PTO brings together the home and school to cooperate in the education of the children. The PTO supports the school’s primary objectives and mission of teaching the Greek language and enhancing the Hellenic-Christian traditions. 





The PTO welcomes new ideas and encourages all parents to attend and play an active role in the planned events. Meetings are held monthly in the church hall.  The PTO has an executive board made up of a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. Each term of service is designated as a two-year period. The election or re-election meeting takes place before the end of the school year.   Director/teachers of the school participate in all meetings in an advisory capacity.





The PTO is responsible for the matters pertaining to the overall administration of the school.  Responsibilities include, but are not limited to, the physical maintenance of the school, securing financial support to carry out school programs, and organizing educational, recreational and cultural events as they relate to the curriculum with the approval of the Director/teachers.





We look forward to getting to know you and your child as the year progresses.  We are confident that your child will leave the Archangels Greek school feeling proud of themselves at having gained a wonderful foundation in our language, traditions and heritage.
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